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JANUARY MEETING. — 1862. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this evening, 
Thursday, Jan. 9, at half-past seven o'clock ; the Presi- 
dent, Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts ; the State of Rhode Island ; the Ame- 
rican Academy of Arts and • Sciences ; the American 
Antiquarian Society; the Chicago Historical Society; the 
Mercantile-Library Association of New York ; the New- 
England Historic-Genealogical Society ; Oberlausitzis- 
chen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gorlitz ; Mr. 
George Arnold ; Rev. Andrew Bigelow, D.D. ; Edward 
Buck, Esq. ; Rev. Benjamin Dorr, D.D. ; Rev. Arthur 

B. Fuller ; Hon. John P. Kennedy ; James Lenox, 
Esq. ; Rev. Elias Nason ; Usher Parsons, M.D. ; James 

C. Wetmore, Esq. ; the Publishers of the " American 
Bee Journal ; " and from Messrs. Deane, Felt, Lamson, 
Lawrence, Metcalf, Robbins (C), and Winthrop, of the 
Society. 

The President read letters from the Secretary of State, 
and also from the Attorney-General, of the United States, 
acknowledging the receipt of the Report on Exchange 
of Prisoners ; copies of which he had sent to them, 
and to other members of the Cabinet, in advance of 
its publication. 

The President presented a print of the tomb of La- 
fayette, which he had recently procured while visiting 
the spot in Paris. 
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The tomb is in the Cimetiere de Picpus^ and the 
tablet bears the following inscriptions : — 

M. A. F. ri M. J. P. R, T. G. ». 



DE NOAILLES 

I^ A FABie LE XI NOVEMBBE 

MDCCLIX 

HABERE LE XI AVRIL M.D.CCLXXIV 

A 

M. J. P. E. T. G. D. 

LAFAYETTE 

D6c4d^e 4 Paris le xxiv D^embre 

MDCCOVn. 

Jiequiescat in Pace. 



^ r^ LA 

I LIEUT.-I3EN^AL, ] 
I NE A OB 



AF A YETTE 



HEMBBE DE LA OH. DES DEPUTES 

OBATANUC HAtriE LOIRE 

LE TI SEPTEMBRE MDOCLVII 

UABIE LE XI ATBIL MSCCLXXIT 

A 

H. A. F. BE NOAILLES 

T)^4d6 & Paris le XX Mai 

MBOCOXXXT. 



Regaiescat in Pace. 



[The full name of Lafayette was Marie-Paul-Joseph-Koohe-Yvers-Gilbert-Motier 
de Lafayette. The lettering on the print seems not quite correct.] 

In this connection, the President communicated the 
following correspondence between General Lafayette 
and Governor James Bowdoin, from the Bowdoin 
Papers in his possession ; the letters of Bowdoin being 
from his own rough draughts : — 

Head Quarters, May the 30th, 1780. 

Deak Sir, — It is with a peculiar and an affectionate confidence 
that I take the freedom of imparting to you my private sentiments 
in this critical instance, where your patriotism and influence may 
decide the fate, and for ever fix the independence and happiness, of 
America. I often lamented, when at Boston, that the engagement 
of secrecy, to which I had been bound by my honor, prevented the 
satisfaction I would have felt in talking privately and fully to you 
on that most important subject. By a public letter from the Com- 
mittee now at camp, you have been apprised of the succor that may 
be every day expected from France ; and I will only dwell upon our 
American circumstances. 

After the part I have taken in the planning of this succor ; after 
the expectations which I know to be conceived by France, and which 
late promises may have yet raised, — you may judge of what, both 
as a private man and a man that feels a becoming American pride, I 
have experienced in viewing our present distressed situation. I am, 
if necessary, willing to give up the esteem of those whom, for the 
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sake of serving America, I thought proper to impress with favorable 
ideas and high encomiums of the resources which the virtue of the 
people would bring forth to a co-operation. But, on a public point 
of view, I can't part with the love of supporting, by all means, the 
honor, the reputation, of these United States ; and when allied 
armies are coming with sanguine hopes, when all Europe are watch- 
ing this opportunity of fixing at once their opinion on the conse- 
quence and virtue of America, shall I tell those armies, shall I tell 
the world, that we have no army to co-operate with the French troops, 
and that we cannot extricate ourselves from that humiliating inabi- 
lity ? Shall it be known that we have men in the country, but no 
soldiers in the regiments ; that every part of the continent abounds 
with a peculiar kind of provisions, and that the army is starving ? 
We may add, indeed, that cloth and other articles are to be found in 
the towns of America, but that our officers are in such a naked, 
indecent situation, as makes them ashamed to show themselves in 
any company. 

You will find I am warm on the subject. But I love America, 
I love our cause, which perhaps depend on this single instance. I 
supported in Europe, and that with becoming pride, the character of 
an American soldier. When I was there, I exerted myself in bring- 
ing forth this succor which I then thought but to he very important. 
Now, sir, from a view of our circumstances, I clearly see it was 
necessary. Shall I be obliged to blush in the humiliating confession 
of our inability to a co-operation, which, if proper means are taken, 
shall most certainly be productive of a glorious, decisive, final cam- 
paign ? 

Though I was directed by the ministry to send them an imme- 
diate account of our circumstances, though the same intelligence 
should be forwarded to the French generals at their arrival, I tell 
you confidentially, that pride did not permit my entering into those 
details, and I avoided them ; entirely trusting on the future exer- 
tions of America. 

Bringing forth all the resources of the country ; filling up, by 
draughts from the militia, our Continental battalions ; complying 
with all the requests of our General, and the Committee now at 
camp ; and doing it immediately, — such are, my dear sir, the only 
means of turning to our advantage this very decisive crisis. Those 
means are not in the hands of Congress. The States alone (and, 
entirely confiding in your influence, I hope yours will once more set 
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the example) — the States may put us in a situation of co-operating 

with vigor ; which measures if immediately taken, we may hope 

for, and indeed certainly depend on, every thing that is good. But 

no time is to be lost ; and, before this reaches you, our allies will be 

asking for the promised co-operation. 

I beg your pardon, my dear sir, for the length of this confidential 

letter. But we are actuated by the same public motives ; and I wish 

you may also join in the desire I have to be united with you by the 

ties of an affectionate and everlasting friendship. In desiring you 

will be pleased to make my respects acceptable to your family, I 

have the honor to be, with the most perfect regard. 

Dear sir, your most ob' humble serv', 

Lafayette 
Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq., &c. , 



Boston, .lune 12, 1780. 
The Honblt the Marquis Lafatettk, 
at Morris Town. 

My BEAR Makquis, — The last evening, I had the honor and 
pleasure of receiving your confidential letter of y! 30'.' ult? 

You will give me leave to thank you for the communications it 
contains ; which are of a very important nature, and demand an 
immediate attention. Before this can come to your hands, you will 
have been informed what measures the Government of this State 
have tixken to re-enforce the Continental Army : but lest the letter 
and the proceedings sent to Gen! Washington, relative thereto, 
should by any accident miscarry, I enclose to you a printed copy of 
those proceedings, by which you will see the Government are zealous 
and in earnest to procure the re-enforcement ; and I hope our good 
allies will have no reason to complain of any backwardness of this 
State in furnishing its quota to enable General Washington effect- 
ually to co-operate with them. 

You will observe, by the Resolves of the G! C', that although 
the Com'-in-chief is to appoint y1 place of the rendezvous of the men, 
yet it seems to be taken for granted that the place will be Spring- 
field. Now, if their destination should be Nova Scotia (w°^, from 
the letter Genl Washington lately hon* me with, maybe probable), it 
w"} be marching them greatly out of the way to march them thither ; 
which 'tis likely our county superintendents may do, or prepare to 
do, unless the General's orders sh"? reach them seasonably to prevent 
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it. This hint, my dear sir, if needful to be attended to, you will 
make such use of as you think proper. 

I feel the weight and force of several of yf interrogations, pur- 
porting that there are men and provisions in the country, but a 
deficiency of them in y! army. 

The reason of this is obvious. It does not proceed from the 
causes w"."" have been assigned for it, — a principle of monopoly ; a 
want of virtue ; or, what secret enemies may suggest, a disposition 
to abandon the glorious cause in which we are engaged ; — but from 
a want of money, real money. The same effects, cceteris paribus, 
would have resulted from the same causes among every people on 
earth. The paper-credit, the substitute of money, when it exceeded 
the just quantity to answer the purpose of a medium of exchange, 
began to depreciate ; and y". depreciation kept, and for ever will keep, 
pace with the increasing quantity of it. And this would have been 
the case with silver and gold in a like quantity, had their currency 
been .circumscribed like the paper, and limited to the United States. 
But these, by y! universal consent of mankind, being the common 
medium of exchange, suffer no other depreciation than what arises 
from an overplus quantity of them compared with the general com- 
merce of the world ; excepting, however, such partial and temporary 
alterations as are owing to the particular circumstances of any people 
at some particular times. Until we can get a sufficient supply of 
money, hard money, (which, in the present interruption of the Ame- 
rican trade, is impossible, without a foreign loan,) our efforts, from 
y. nature of things, cannot be so vigorous as the greatness and justice 
of y". cause require. 

The best substitute, and an effectual one if practicable, would be 
for each State to lay a tax on its inhabitants for the provisions and 
other articles wanted, and county magazines to be established for 
the reception of them ; from whence they shf be transported to the 
places where they are needed, the wagonage to be included in, and 
make a part of, y! tax. I hope, however, that the new, intended 
paper currency, by the goodness of the funds w".'' y' several States 
may respectively establish for its redemption, will answer the expecta- 
tions of Congress, and enable them, in conjunction with our great 
allies, to bring y1 war to a happy conclusion. You will have y1 good- 
ness to excuse y°. imperfections of this hasty scroll, and to believe me 
to be, with every sentiment of respect, my dear marquis, 

[James Bowdoin.] 
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Boston, July 10, 1780. 
The Honble. the Marquis Lafayette, at 

YouK most acceptable favor of the 25th ultimo I had the pleasure 
of receiving. I do not at all wonder that you are solicitous for our 
completing the number of troops necessary to fill up our battalions ; 
and I have the satisfaction to tell you, that the Resolutions of the 
General Court of the 5th and 22d of June are intended for that 
purpose, and the Resolution of y°. 23d for the purpose of raising 
4,700 of the militia as an additional aid, — the whole agreeable to 
the requisitions of General Washington and the co-operating Coiiiit- 
tee : of all which Resolutions, and of those respecting supplies agree- 
able to y1 same requisitions, copies have been repeatedly sent to the 
General and to the Committee, and also to Congress ; and it would 
be a gratification to the Council to know they had been received. 
The battalion-men (about 5,000), I understand, are most of them on 
their march. The Superintendent of the County of Suffolk had, 
some days ago, despatched nearly the whole of that county's quota ; 
and I presume, from the spirit which, it is sajd, generally prevails, 
the other county's quota is in y! same forwardness : but we have 
not yet had returns made from them. I wish, my dear marquis, we 
were entitled to the compliment which your goodness and politeness 
have bestowed upon us, and that we could emulate the military cha- 
racter (the worthy part of it, I mean) of Caesar and Alexander. Per- 
haps we might have made some approaches towards it in the instance 
alluded to, if like opportunities of obtaining money — the main sinew 
of war — had offered, and we had not been under y'. restraint of moral 
principles. But " heroism, patriotic spirit, and public virtue," though 
they may effect great things at home, or within y! verge of personal 
influence, yet, at a distance where that influence does not extend, and 
nothing can be had without money, they must be in a great measure 
inoperative, unless they should inspire their possessors, in the true 
C«esarean and Alexandrian style, to take what they wanted without 
the consent of y' owner ; which, you know, does not comport with 
American ideas of liberty, nor with the modern ones of civiliza- 
tion. 

I am much obliged to you for the state of things in your neigh- 
borhood. Though it has been very disagreeable, it will be every 
day meliorating ; and, I hope, with such expedition as will enable 
General Washington to co-operate with our ally in the most effectual 
manner. 
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If I can procure any further intelligence relative to the subjects 
you mention, be assured I will do it ; and, by the first opportT after, 
will communicate it to you. Good pilots, I presume, can be had. If 
there be any thing in which my son, in the character of a merchant, 
can be serviceable to the common cause, I know it will give him 
pleasure to execute it ; and you may depend on his assiduity and de- 
spatch. 

I have the honor to be, with the warmest expressions of friendship 
and esteem, my dear marquis, 

Yr. most obf and very hble. serv!, 

[James Bowdoin.] 

Boston, July 29, 1780. 
Tlie Marquis de Lafayette. 

Dear Sir, — A cartel from Halifax is just arrived, after seventeen 
days' passage. A woman passenger brought the two letters [one for 
yourself, and the other for Gen! Gates] enclosed, w'.'' she delivered 
with an injunction of secrecy. I hope you will collect some useful 
intelligence from them. A gentleman [Mr. Hall] who went from 
hence in her, and now returned, tells me they were busily employed 
in fortifying the Citadel Hill and George's Island ; and they told 
him, that in three weeks they should not fear the whole navy of 
France. Part of the time he was there they allowed him to walk 
the town, but not to go to any place fortified : so that he cannot give 
any particulars on w".*' you are not already informed. They had been 
in expectation of a visit from a squadron of his most Christian m*? ; 
but, as the visit had been so long deferred, they imputed it to its being 
intercepted by British ships, or to an alteration of its destination. 

There were no ships of war there ; but the militia in the town 
and from the country were, by detachments, employed on the fortifi- 
cations, at the rate of a dollar per day. He understood that a major 
part of the people of y". Province were on the American side of the 
question, but somewhat cautious about expressing their minds. 
I am, with great affection and regard, my dear marquis, 

Yrs., &c., [James Bowboin.] 

Light Camp, August the 20th, 1780. 

Dear Sir, — I am much obliged to you for the letters you was 
pleased to send to me ; and, had I not been hurried from Rhode 
Island to Camp, would have sooner presented you with my best 

45 
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thanks. But the inarch of our army against New York did not per- 
mit me to tarry one minute at Newport ; and I had the happiness of 
acquainting Genl Washington with the generous exertions of your 
militia. I confess to you, my dear sir, that, as an American, I felt 
proud to show to the French Army such a specimen of American 
spirit ; and, as one who has so many reasons of wishing for the eter- 
nity of this alliance, I could not but admire and enjoy that friendly 
disposition wh. brought forth the people to the defence of their friends 
and allies. I made it a point to let the French officers know, that 
more concern had been shown for their safety, by the people at large, 
than would have been the case if they had been called for in support 
of their own Continental troops ; and I do assure you, my dear sir, 
that from the gratitude of the French Army, from their dispositions 
of esteem and amity towards their allies, I was happy to foresee that 
the union would be as pleasing to both as it is calculated upon a 
natural and common interest. 

So sanguine as you have seen me upon the operations of this 
campaign, you may conceive that I very impatiently wait for a naval 
superiority. Many among the common people seem uneasy on ac- 
count of the second division. But I can, as a friend, assure to you 
that a second division is to come, and that the intention of the French 
Court is to keep up such a superiority on our coasts as will soon put 
an end to the war. But we must confess, my dear sir, that, had we 
for the present a naval superiority, we would not, on our part, be 
ready to co-operate. The States have but half complied with the 
requisitions, and we fall very short of what was expected. Let us 
take care not to fall again asleep ; and, if circumstances give to us 
some few days to hide from foreigners that at the promised time 
we were not ready, let us improve those instants in sending on the 
remainder of the quotas, and also any supply of provisions, arms, 
and ammunition, that have been requested. This is not my language 
at Newport ; and, from my letters, they must believe that we are 
not backward in our preparations. But I hope the spirit of the 
States will rather increase than abate. 

The letter from Halifax does not say any news, but confirms the 
accounts which you had the kindness of sending to me. I was very 
happy to hear of the fortunate event which puts out of the enemy's 
and within our hands so large a part of the Quebec fleet ; and, now 
that the enemy have collected their naval forces, I hope our priva- 
teers will gloriously improve the opportunity. 
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In requesting you will most respectfully remember me to your 

family, I have the honor to be yours, 

Lafayette. 

His Exc{ James Bowdoin, Esq. 

P.S. — In any occasion, my dear sir, Mr. Bowdoin will find in 
me a friend who will be extremely happy to do any thing that might 
be agreeable to him. 

[Directed on the outside.] 

" Public service." 
"The Honl' James Bowdoin, 

President of the State of Massachusetts, Boston." 
" Lafayette, M.G." 

Paris, May the 27th, 1786. 

Dear Sir, — I expected it would have been by this time in my 
power to write fuller to your excellency on the principal objects that 
are interesting to the commerce of Massachusetts. But, as nothing 
of importance has yet been settled, I am obliged to wait for another 
opportunity. We have discovered a duty, unknown to us, under the 
name of droits de savon, which affects the whale-oil, and is paid by 
the Anseatic towns. But you have passports for the envoile of two 
years, which we may, I think, apply to Mr. Barrett's bargain ; and, 
in the mean while, we will examine what this duty is, and endeavor 
to have it abolished. 

My endeavors to destroy the farm generale of tobacco have, for 
this time, been fruitless ; and it was thought my plans would too 
greatly endanger that part of the public revenue. Government have 
taken measures to insure the sale of twelve or fifteen thousand hogs- 
heads of tobacco a year, besides the quantity that has been contracted 
for by Mr. Short. 

I have had the honor to write to Mr. President "Willard, to Mr. 
Sam. Adams, Mr. Warren, Mr. Swan, Mr. Break, and other friends ; 
but, fearing my letters have not come to hand, I will write again by 
the next opportunity. 

I beg your excellency will portion my best respects to Mrs. Bow- 
doin, Miss Temple, and remember me most affectionately to all my 
friends in Boston ; and have the honor to be, with the highest regard 
and attachment, 

Your excellency's respectful and obedient servant, 

Lafatette. 
[Gov^ Bowdoin.] 
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Pakis, May the 25th, 1788. 

My deak Sir, — This letter goes in a vessel of Mr. Barrett ; and 
to him I refer myself for every intelligence from this side of the 
water. But I will not miss the opportunity to portion my respects 
to you and all the family, and to remind you of a friend who every 
day laments his absence from a dear and adoptive country. I am 
happy to find the Federal Constitution has been amended so much 
for the better ; and it is my humble opinion, that although a few 
amendments could be made in the new system, yet it should be first 
accepted, as being, what it certainly is, the best Constitution that 
has been hitherto heard of. America wants to retrieve her conse- 
quence ; a part of which, I grieve to find, has been lost since the 
war : and, I confess, I never will be easy until she has every interior 
and exterior advantage which her natural situation, and the vir- 
tues, the liberality, the superiority, of her citizens, cannot fail to 
insure. May the United States, may your own State and the town 
of Boston, be as happy as I wish them, and I defy any man to think 
of a blessing that they would not, at that rate, have got. I beg you 
to present my best compliments to Dr. Willard and all other friends. 

This will be delivered by M. de Unville and M. de la Teniers, 
two French gentlemen, who are travelling through America, and 
whom I beg leave to recommend to you. 

I have the honor to be, with the most affectionate regard, my 
dear sir, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

Lafayette. 
Mr BowDoiN, Boston. 

We are very busy in our endeavors to get a Constitution for this 
country ; for which it is rather inconvenient to have so many thou- 
sand bayonets in our way. 

The President called attention to a small manuscript 
volume, — a narrative, by Captain Philip Besom, of his 
adventures as a privateersman in the war of the Eevo- 
lution, and also in the war of 1812, — recently pre- 
sented to the library by our associate, Mr. Lawrence, — 
a gift from the writer to his late honored father, Amos 
Lawrence, Esq. 
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Captain Besom's Narrative. 

In the year 1771, I commenced going to sea, from Marblehead, 
in the merchant service ; and returned from the last voyage, previous 
to taking any part in the Revolutionary War, immediately after the 
battle at Concord : at which time, in consequence of an English 
sloop-of-war being in Marblehead harbor, we proceeded directly to 
Salem ; from which place my father sent the cargo to Andover, 
where he had removed his family ; and left me and one other young 
man to take care of the vessel. On the 17th of June, 1775, I 
returned to Marblehead, and, with seventeen more young men, pro- 
ceeded to Bunker Hill ; but, finding it impossible to cross the ferry, 
returned back to Marblehead. I then went to Andover, and en- 
listed as a soldier in Captain Abbot's company, which was attached 
to Colonel Hitchcock's regiment in Roxbury ; from which place we 
were sent to Dorchester Heights, and remained there until the Eng- 
lish left Boston. I then went with my father to Lyndesborough, 
and remained there until 1777 ; when I left his house, unknown to 
any of the family, and went back to Marblehead again, and shipped 
on board the privateer " Satisfaction," of fourteen guns. Captain 
John Stevens. We went to sea immediately ; and, during that 
cruise, captured four English ships, one of which carried sixteen 
guns. On my return from that cruise, I went on board the brig 
" Fanny," of fourteen guns. Captain Lee ; and captured on the 
Banks of Newfoundland, after a severe engagement, an English ship 
of fourteen guns, the captain of which we killed. We destroyed 
fifteen Newfoundland fishermen ; and proceeded to cruise in the 
channel of England, where we captured a French brig laden with 
English goods. I was put on board of her as prize-master, and suc- 
ceeded in getting her into Marblehead. The privateer afterwards 
went on shore in Mount's Bay ; and the crew were taken prisoners, 
and sent to Mill Prison. I then entered on board the ship " Brandy- 
wine," intending to cruise about the shores of Nova Scotia : but, 
being chased into a harbor by an English sloop-of-war, we were 
compelled to run our vessel ashore ; when one other young man and 
myself set fire to her, and took to the woods in order to make our 
escape. We travelled about ten miles ; then returned to the shore, 
and, finding three whale-boats, took them, and succeeded in getting 
home. I then sailed with Captain St. Barbs, from Newburyport, 
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for North Carolina. After arriving there, we were blockaded by an 
English squadron, and were obliged to travel home. I then sailed 
in the ship " Freemason," Captain Conway. We captured four ves- 
sels. I returned, and entered on board the ship " Monmouth," of 
twenty guns, commanded by Thomas Colyer. We captured four 
prizes ; one of which, loaded with brandy, I was put on board of as 
prize-master : was taken by an English privateer, and carried to 
Bristol ; from which place I ran away, and succeeded in getting to a 
town called Kingswood ; where I, together with another young man, 
by the name of Thomas Johnson, of Salem, shipped on board an 
English brig bound to New York. We soon became acquainted with 
the English sailors ; and, after some consultation, agreed to rise 
upon the officers, take the brig, and carry her to Marblehead. When 
we had sailed as far west as Nantucket Shoals, we did take the brig, 
and had her in possession two days ; when we unfortunately fell in 
with the English sloop-of-war " Hunter," bound to New York, with 
the news of their having destroyed the American squadron at Penob- 
scot. We were retaken, carried to New York in her, and put on 
board a sloop-of-war at Sandy Hook. News of what we had done 
was immediately communicated to the commander of the " Russel," 
seventy-four, — which, together with the Cork fleet, was bound di- 
rectly to England, — [who] gave orders to have the leaders in the 
affair brought on board his ship, to be tried for their lives. We 
were then taken out of irons, and went to the boat ; viz., myself 
and an Englishman. We were placed in the stern sheets. The 
boat's crew consisted of six men, commanded by a lieutenant, as- 
sisted by a cockswain. The ship lay at a considerable distance : and 
the sloop in which we were being to the leeward of them, and the 
wind favorable to our design, as we were going to the seventy-four, 
the Englishman knocked the cockswain overboard ; I knocked the 
lieutenant down, took his pistols and dagger from him, and, putting 
the boat before the wind, made for the shore. 

As soon as we landed, we obliged the boat's crew to go before us 
until we reached a house. We told the man residing there that we 
were refugees, and asked for help. He informed us that Colonel 
Washington was stationed at Middleton, only four miles' distance, 
with a regiment. We started off for his quarters ; and, on arriving, 
were taken for spies, and placed under guard for three days : after 
which time, I, together with the young man, w[as] set at liberty, 
and proceeded to Amboy, where Lord Stirling was stationed with a 
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brigade ; who generously gave us a good dinner, and forty dollars in 
money to assist us in getting home. 

I then sailed in the ship " Aurora," of twenty guns ; Thomas 
Colyer, master. We took four prizes ; had an engagement with two 
ships and a brig, in which we lost five or six men ; and were obliged 
to retreat, and return home. I then sailed for G-uadaloupe, mate of 
a schooner ; and, on returning, was taken, and carried to Bermuda ; 
but, in consequence of there being no provisions for us, we had the 
liberty of going at large. Here we found a ship, which we rigged 
for St. George's ; but proceeded to a place about opposite, on the 
same island, called Salt Kettle, where I shipped on board a schooner 
bound to Turk's Island for a cargo of salt for Halifax. We agreed 
to take the schooner as soon as we arrived on the coast : but, on our 
passage to Turk's Island, we were obliged to cut away our masts in a 
gale of wind, in order to save the schooner ; and we put for Jamaica. 
When we arrived off Cape Frangois, we took her, and carried her in 
there : but the governor seized the schooner, and caused us to be put 
in prison, where we remained four days, being obliged to beg of 
strangers part of a subsistence ; when it happened that Colonel 
Thorndike, having arrived there in a letter of marque, was acciden- 
tally passing by. I asked of him some trifle. He inquired the 
cause of my imprisonment. I informed him ; and he, together with 
some American captains, prevailed on the governor ; and we were 
taken from prison, and sent home in a letter of marque. 

I then sailed in the privateer " Montgomery," of fourteen guns, — 
John Carnes, master, — from Salem, to cruise on the West-Indies' 
coast. We took three prizes, fought a ship of sixteen guns, and 
had seventeen men killed and wounded ; after which we captured a 
schooner for New York. I came home as prize-master of it. 

My next cruise was with the same person, John Carries, in the 
ship " Porus." We captured four prizes. I returned home in 
one, and proceeded immediately to sea in the letter-of-marque ship 
" Cato," Captain John Little, for Virginia. She mounted fourteen 
guns, and had a crew of fifty-seven men and boys. We loaded with 
tobacco, and proceeded to sea ; but we had scarcely cleared the capes 
before we fell in with three English privateers, — one of which car- 
ried sixteen guns ; one, fourteen guns ; and a sloop, eight guns. 
We fought them from two to four, p.m. ; when they attempted to 
board us : but, the largest of them having lost a considerable part 
of their crew, we succeeded — after having our foremast a little 
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below the top, and our mizenmast above the top, cut away — in 
beating them off; and we continued on our voyage to Nantes, 
in France, where we arrived without any other trouble. On our 
return home, we made one prize ; but, happening to spring a leak, 
were compelled to stop at St. Andero (?), in Spain, and repair our 
vessel. We arrived home in March, 1783. 

During the whole of the last war (of 1812), I commanded a 
privateer. One cruise was taken by the " Junon " frigate. Captain 
Hupton (?) ; who, soon after my capture, landed me on the Man- 
chester shore, Mass. At another time, I was taken by the " Bul- 
wark," seventy-four. Captain Epworth, who sent me to Halifax. I 
took only four prizes during the war. 

[Appended to the narrative of Captain Besom, in the original manuscript, is the 
following note.] 

The foregoing narrative was given to me by Philip Besom, of 
Marblehead ; and, from my acquaintance with the old gentleman, I 
think the facts stated may be correct. He had all the resolution and 
hardihood necessary to carry out such enterprises as are stated : but 
he has omitted some very interesting particulars of his history and 
experience ; such as his voyage to St. Domingo during its revolution, 
and after the massacre, when it was worth a white man's life to be 
found among them. Besom, being dark, traded with them ; giving 
them codfish at an enormous price, which the freed blacks needed, 
and took in exchange coflfee, for a mere nothing ; and loaded his ship, 
went to St. Petersburg, sold his coffee at an enormous price, loaded 
his vessel with a valuable cargo for the United States, and returned 
to Salem ; bringing the only account of himself that Mr. William 
Gray, his owner, received after his leaving Salem for St. Domingo. 
The adventure that Besom had in India, by which he rendered im- 
portant services to the British East-India Company, was acknow- 
ledged to him ; and a beautiful service of plate, of four or five 
hundred ounces, was presented to him. 

Amos Lawrence. 

Boston, March 24, 1841. 

[Mr. Besom represented the town of Marblehead in the Legislature in 1830.] 

Mr. RoBBiNS (J. M.) presented and read the follow- 
ing autograph-letters of Governor Hutchinson : — 
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Milton, 22d June, 1770. 
Dear Sir, — I will take every precaution which is in my power, 
which I wish was greater than it is ; and am 

Yours sincerely, T. H. 

In answer to a letter informing him that the towns-people of Boston, since seeing 
Cap Preston's printed case, threatened his life. — [Note indorsed on the letter.] 



London, 23d July, 1774. 

Dear Sir, — I am much obliged to you for so early a letter. 
You will find, before you have travelled through Cardinal de Betz, 
an observation of the Prince of Conde, when he was informed of the 
abusive charges and suspicions against him, — that the authors had 
no other ground, except that, if they had been in his place, they 
knew that they would have done themselves what they suspected him 
of doing. I am not only free from any share in the three acts of 
Parliament, but I am also willing to own that they are so severe, 
that, if I had been upon the spot, I would have done what I could, 
at least, to have moderated them ; and, as to the first of them, I 
have all the encouragement possible to hope and believe that my 
being here will be the means by which the town of Boston will 
be relieved from the distress the act brings upon it, more speedily 
and eifectually than otherwise it would have been. Lord Dartmouth 
has more than once assured me that he is of the same opinion, and 
that he should have been glad to have seen me here, if he had no 
other reason for it than that alone. I wish for the good opinion of 
my countrymen, if I could acquire it without disturbing the peace 
of my own mind. Those persons here, whom they have always sup- 
posed their best friends, express themselves as favorably of my con- 
duct as those "vvho are called their greatest enemies ; and Lord 
Rockingham treats me with as much politeness, and makes as high 
professions of esteem, as Lord North. Although the town is said 
to be empty, my whole time has been taken up in receiving visits, 
and complying with invitations, from persons of the first rank : and 
I have had but little other opportunity for business ; but, after next 
week, hope to come to it. 

I am obliged to Miss Murray for her agreeable company upon the 
passage and since we have been in London. She left us yesterday ; 
but she knows that she shall be, at any time that will be convenient 
for her, welcome at my house as long as I keep one in England. If 
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I go down to Scotland, as I intend, I expect to take my daughter 
with me as far as Norwich, and leave her a few days at your 
brother's house. I am 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Tho. Hutchinson. 

Mr. MURKAY. 

St. James's Street, Feb. 24, 1775. 

Deak Sir, — Ever since the receipt of your last favor, Mr. 
Robinson has been in such a state, that nobody has been suffered to 
say any thing to him upon business of any kind ; and it is the opinion 
of many people that he never will be capable of business again. 

I am sure it would be to no purpose to speak to Lord North 
upon the subject of your letter to Mr. Robinson. In pecuniary 
matters, he is parsimonious beyond example ; and, in my own per- 
sonal concern, I should not have succeeded if my security had been 
any thing short of the public faith, of which he is a very conscien- 
tious observer. 

Your account of the state of your town and province affairs 
excites indignation on the one hand, and pity on the other. Go- 
vernment hero, though slow, I trust are firm. A Resolve in the 
House of Commons, which is to go to the Lords, seems rather cal- 
culated to stop the mouths of people here than to serve any valuable 
purposes with the people in America ; for I never supposed there 
was any greater disposition in the Americans to raise moneys for 
general service, by the authority of their own Assemblies, than to 
submit to a tax laid by the authority of Parliament. There was 
great joy for four and twenty hours, upon a report that the demands 
of the Americans were complied with, and that the ships and troops 
were recalled : but it was not very extensive, and "was all over as 
soon as it appeared that four regiments in Ireland, which had only 
received orders to be in readiness before, were presently after ordered 
to embark as soon as transports should be ready ; and the armament 
will not be delayed a minute on account of the Resolve. I wish 
any other way than actual declaration of Rebellion, and warlike 
measures in consequence, could have been made to answer the pur- 
pose of restoring us to order ; but it is said here, that every lenient 
and moderate measure has been tried without success, and that the 
dernier resort in all governments is now become absolutely necessary. 
I am sure they have often been warned, — I mean my countrymen, 
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— with a sincere desire to prevent it, that they would certainly bring 
this calamity upon them. 

Your niece has been in town about a month past ; and, as writing 
is no labor to her, I dare say you will hear from her. I am now 
more anxious than ever to hear often from my friends in America. 
I am, 

S', your faithful, humble serv', 

Tho. Hutchinson. 

James Mcrkat, Esq. 



London, New Bond Street, March 3, 1777. 

Dear Sir, — I thank you for a very obliging letter of the 12th 
January from Newport. It gave me pleasure to reflect that I had 
wrote to you, some weeks before the receipt of your letters, to New 
York. I am glad to hear that you have met with no more difficulties 
since you left Boston. I have advantages here beyond most of the 
Americans, as I have a very extensive acquaintance with the best 
people ; but I prefer the natale solum to all other : and it will give 
me great pleasure to hear you are peaceably settled at Brush Hill, 
and that I may settle as peaceably on Unkity Hill. I hope to live to 
see not only my Milton neighbors, but the people of the Province in 
general, convinced that I have ever sincerely aimed at their true 
interest ; and that, if they had followed my advice, they would have 
been free from all that distress and misery which the envious, rest- 
less spirits of a few designing men have brought upon them. 

I have been charged in America with false and unfavorable re- 
presentations of the people there. I am charged here with neglect- 
ing to give advice of their intentions to revolt, and representing the 
body of the people as disposed to live quietly under the authority of 
Parliament, and to take no exception to any other acts than those 
of taxation, which I ever endeavored to discourage. General Con- 
way, in a speech last session, unexpectedly to me, gave me credit 
for it ; and Almon has printed his speech in one of the " Remem- 
brancers," though he enlarged more than is printed on the subject, in 
my favor. 

I send you one of the books (for I think it may be of service to 
have it known), and the extract in the papers. It will make me 
happier still, if, when the Colonies come to be resettled, — as I hope 
they will, — I may be instrumental in securing every liberty, which, 
as British subjects, they are capable of enjoying. 
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I am obliged to you for inquiring into the state of my farm on 
Conanicut. I had been improving it by fencing, planting, &c., for 
near forty years ; but all my labor is lost. And I fear my estate at 
Milton is not in much better order. At least eleven hundred pounds 
sterling vras taken out of my house, and off the farm, in movables. 
I know not how to obtain redress. 

You mention my son E 's coming over to America. I believe 

he would go if he had not wrote to his wife encouraging her to come 
to England. If she should not come, I shall endeavor to persuade 
him to go in the summer, if nothing unfavorable in American affairs 
intervene. 

I hear the American refugees are many of them expecting to 
remove, in the latter part of the spring, to New York or Halifax, 
that they may be near Boston. 

My family has been in tolerable health until within four or five 
weeks past that my daughter Peggy has been in a poor state from 
these wretched coughs, attended with a fever, which makes me 
very anxious ; though, I hope, as the spring comes on, she may 
recruit. 

I say nothing about public affairs, nor do I ever concern myself 
with them : nor am I ever inquired of or consulted about them ; and 
I am glad I am not. It is astonishing, considering the immense ex- 
pense of this war and the stop put to the American trade, that nobody 
seems to feel it. Every merchant and every manufacturer, except a 
few who were factors for America, are as full of business as ever ; 
and, in the manufacturing towns, they are fuller of business, from 
the increase of demand in other branches, than before the American 
War. With this amazing empire it is the unhappy case of my poor 
country to contend. May God Almighty, in mercy, put an end to 
this contest ! Your brother's family is well. Adieu ! I am 

Y-- faithful, humble serv', T. H. 

James Mubbay, Esq., of Milton, in Mass. Bay. At Newport, E.I. 

Mr. FoLSOM exhibited one of the original transcripts, 
magnificently bound, of the " Solemn League and Cove- 
nant" signed at Glasgow, December, 1638. This was 
one of the copies circulated in Scotland, and bears the 
autograph-signatures of many illustrious persons. 
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Mr. Frothingham (R.) read, from a volume of the 
Heath Papers in the Society's Collection, the following 
letter, written by General Joseph Warren to General 
Heath, dated Cambridge, 16th June, — the day pre- 
ceding the battle of Bunker Hill, — which he believed 
to be the last letter ever written by Warren, and 
requested permission to copy the same ; which was 

granted. 

Cambridge, June 16. 

My good Fkiend, — Every thing is now going agreeable to our 
wishes. General Ward has recommended to the Congress to take 
the [ ] we determined upon yesterday. Nothing is wanting but 
for you to make a return of your regiment ; which I wish may be 
done without a moment's delay, as there is an absolute order of Con- 
gress that the brigadiers shall be chosen out of the colonels. 
I am your most obedient, humble servant, 

Jos. "Wakren. 
General Heath. 

( Superscribed) General Heath, camp at Koxbury. To be delivered immediately. 

The President read two valuable letters from Roger 
Williams to Governor Winthrop, and also a letter from 
the latter to the former. These letters form a part of 
the large collection of Winthrop Papers in the Pre- 
sident's possession, and will be published, in a volume 
in the course of preparation, under the direction of the 
Committee on the Winthrop Papers. 

Mr. Savage read a letter from Rev. Thomas Prince, 
addressed to Benjamin Lynde, Chief- Justice of the Pro- 
vince of Massachusetts Bay ; and remarked upon it at 
length, as evincing the extreme care and diligence with 
which Prince sought information in order to give accu- 
racy and exactness to his chronology. 
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Boston, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 1736. 

Dear Sf, — Extreamly oblig'd w* your account of Salem. This 
comes to ask you a few questions upon it. S" , — 

1. Whether you have a certain written record, that Mr Skelton 
as pastor, Mf Higginson as teacher, & Mf Houghton as ruling 
elder, were all 3 separated to their several offices on y' same day ; 
& that this was by y' imposition of y' hands of some of y" brethren 
appointed by y° church thereto ; & that this was on y° 6th of Au- 
gust, 1629. 

2. Whether the church was gathered, & these several officers 
both chosen & ordained, all on y" same day ; or, if not then, I 
would ask, when was y° church gathered ? & when were these 
officers chosen ? 

3. Whether Mf Samuel Sharp was chosen & ordained ruling 
elder at y* same time with Mf Houghton ; or, if not then, when 
was Mr Sharp chosen & ordained ? 

4. What was M5 Houghton's Christ'n name ? & whether you can- 
not recover y° precise time, or month at least, of his death. 

5. Whether this Mf Sharp was y" same who had y" 1'.' oversight 
of your ordnance ; or what civil office had he among you ; & 
whether he died at Salem, or removd. 

6. Whether y" precise time of Mf Francis Higginson's death can- 
not be recovered. 

7. Whether you do not mistake July for June, 1630, y*^ time when 
Gov. Winthrop arriv'd at Salem ; or whether you have any written 
record to determine this matter, &c. 

8. When Mf Peters was chosen & ordain'd at Salem, or 
whether he was ordain'd or invested in office at all ; and whether 
there be not a mistake in y" year 1646, said to be y' time of his 
return to England ; or whether y° precise time can be recovered. 

Y' chronology staying for this intelligence, your speedy answer 
is earnestly desired, & will greatly oblige 

Your respectful & aflfectionate friend & servant, 

T. Prince. 

The President communicated from our associate, Mr. 
Minot, the following Memoir of the late Hon. Samuel 
Hoar, prepared agreeably to a vote of the Society : — 
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MEMOIR 



HON. SAMUEL HOAR. 



The high estimation in which Mr. Hoar was held in this 
Commonwealth, and especially by those persons connected 
with him by political and civil relations, and in various asso- 
ciations for the diffusion of knowledge and the improvement 
of the moral condition of his fellow-citizens, has been proved 
by the testimony of numerous friends, and in memoirs and 
eulogies in the public journals ; so that the writer of this 
notice will aim only to give a brief and succinct account of 
the life and character of this excellent man. 

The father of Samuel Hoar was a farmer of great respecta- 
bility in the town of Lincoln, in the county of Middlesex ; 
and so much distinguished was he by his intelligence and 
influence, that he represented his county in the Senate of the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. Hoar was born in Lincoln, on the eighteenth day of 
May, 1778. While engaged in his literary education, he was 
also occupied in the labors of the farm ; and thus acquired 
an acquaintance with agricultural affairs, and a love of 
country life, which he retained as long as he lived. His pre- 
paratory studies were completed in his native town, under 
the instruction of the Rev. Dr. Stearns, the master of an 
academy which for many years enjoyed a high reputation. 
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Among a large number of pupils, Samuel Hoar was con- 
sidered the first scholar. In July, 1798, in his twenty-first 
year, he entered Harvard College, better fitted than most of 
his classmates. He was a thoughtful lad, fully aware of the 
advantages of education ofi"ered to him, and determined to 
avail himself of them ; and he Avisely persevered in his deter- 
mination. His superior age and his studious habits disinclined 
him from indulging habitually in the sports and frolics of his 
younger classmates ; yet he was not unsocial or reserved, and 
was generally beloved by his class. 

He passed through his literary course with distinguished 
honor, and left the university with an unblemished character 
and a pure mind, enriched with various learning, and qualified 
to engage with success in any profession into which he might 
incline to enter. 

His preference was soon given to the bar ; for which he 
was well fitted by his taste for metaphysical investigations 
and his strong powers of reasoning. 

For nearly two years after he graduated, he was engaged 
as a private tutor in Virginia. Though he was kindly and 
respectfully treated by the family in which he resided, he 
imbibed there a strong abhorrence of the condition of domes- 
tic slavery, which he never lost. 

On his return from Virginia, he entered the oflSce of 
Artemas Ward, Esq., of Charlestown ; where he prosecuted 
his legal studies until his admission to the Middlesex bar, in 
September, 1805. Mr. Ward, afterwards Chief-Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, was one of the last of the old-fash- 
ioned race of black-letter lawyers (now extinct in Massachu- 
setts), who loved to plunge into the profound learning of 
Coke, Hale, and Plowden, and who preferred the principles 
of jurisprudence to the decisions of cases. From such a mas- 
ter, Mr. Hoar went to the bar with a mind imbued with a taste 
for legal science, and well qualified to apply it in a liberal 
manner to the practice of his profession. 
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He opened his office in Concord, and was soon extensively 
employed. 

For several years, three gentlemen of eminence had nearly 
monopolized the business of advocates at the Middlesex bar ; * 
and so long had their exclusive claims been submitted to, 
that the attempt of a young lawyer to argue a cause which he 
himself had originated was almost deemed an encroachment 
on the privileges of the seniors. This assumption, Mr. Hoar 
would not submit to ; and he, with a cotemporary friend, f 
resolved to resist the claims of the seniors ; and they entirely 
succeeded in opening all branches of the practice to those 
who were qualified to execute them. 

Not long after this, Mr. Hoar became a leader, and was 
usually retained in every case of importance in his own 
county, while his reputation gradually extended to the neigh- 
boring counties ; and, though he was averse to going out of his 
own circuit, he was frequently employed in Suffolk, Worces- 
ter, and Essex. 

He was no rhetorician, and made no pretensions to elo- 
quence ; but his strong good sense, his serious and earnest 
manner of speaking, added to his high reputation for sincerity 
and probity, and his conscientious manner of stating his case, 
gave him great power and influence with the jury. This was 
manifested in the trial of a capital case in Essex County, in 
1831 ; where several parties were implicated in the charge of 
an atrocious murder, and the public mind was highly excited. 
The first talent in the State was engaged in the prosecution ; 
and, after the conviction of the principals, certain supposed 
accessories were prosecuted with great zeal and eagerness, 
and were in danger of an undeserved conviction. For one of 
these, Mr. Hoar was engaged. He succeeded in tranquillizing 
the minds of the jury, and allaying the public prejudice 



* Artemas Ward, Timothy Bigelow, Samuel Dana, 
t Augustus Peabod}'. 
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against his client ; and, opposed to a powerful array of talent, 
obtained a verdict of acquittal. 

He had little taste or inclination for political life ; prefer- 
ring the practice of his profession, and the leisure and retire- 
ment of his quiet home. A man, however, of his talent and 
character, could not live in obscurity : the public knew his 
powers, and claimed the exercise of them for the public good. 
This claim he could not always resist; and, though by no 
means popular in the vulgar sense of that term, his integrity 
and disinterestedness were universally known and admitted ; 
and he was repeatedly elected to offices of honor and confi- 
dence in his own town and county, and, in 1835, to the 
Congress of the United States. The Journals of the House 
of Representatives attest the fidelity with which he executed 
his duties in that body. He watched the course of business 
with a vigilant eye ; and prevented, by judicious amendments, 
several attempts of the advocates of extreme measures. He 
made no speeches for Buncombe, and seldom addressed the 
House at much length ; but, when he thought proper to do 
so, he was listened to with respect and attention. 

In 1844, the Legislature of Massachusetts was greatly ex- 
cited by the existence of Negro slavery in the Southern 
States, and especially by the illegal and cruel practice of 
imprisoning colored seamen on their arrival in Charleston in 
Northern vessels ; which afforded a suitable occasion to our 
abolitionists for proclaiming their abhorrence of slavery. Ac- 
cordingly, a resolve was passed for the appointment of 
commissioners, with power to institute suits in one or two 
Southern States, to test the legality of the Charleston prac- 
tice. Mr. Hoar accepted the appointment of commissioner 
for South Carolina ; and proceeded to Charleston, accompanied 
by his daughter. 

His reception justified the fears of some of his friends, 
and, but for the courage and dignified bearing of Mr. Hoar, 
w^ould have been marked by savage violence. The mission 
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was attended with no other results than to disgrace the cha- 
racter of the people of Charleston, and to aggravate the 
increasing hatred between the two sections of the country. 

In the latter part of his life, Mr. Hoar relinquished the 
practice of his profession and all official employments, and 
devoted himself principally to his books and his farm. He 
was a zealous advocate of the cause of humanity in every 
form, and gave much of his time to promoting temperance 
and the religious and moral education of the people. He was 
particularly interested in the experiment of improving the 
condition of idiots and feeble-minded children, and had the 
satisfaction to witness its success in greatly increasing the in- 
telligence and comfort of that unhappy class of our fellow- 
beings. He was a member of various religious, literary, and 
charitable societies, whose meetings he attended with great 
regularity. The distinguishing characteristic of Mr. Hoar 
was an exact and conscientious discharge of every duty in- 
cumbent upon him. What he believed he ought to do, he 
did with calm energy, not embarrassed or deterred by diffi- 
culties. There was no indiflFerence or indolence in his 
composition. No duty was minute enough to be postponed 
or neglected, and no form of service to the public or indivi- 
duals became hackneyed by repetition. The hour and place 
were always remembered and observed. 

Mr. Hoar spent the remainder of his life, after his retire- 
ment from the bar, in the town of Concord, singularly blessed 
in his domestic relations, and in the midst of a refined and 
intellectual society. 

Few men like him have received so ample a reward, in 
this world, of a long and virtuous life. It was exempt from 
any serious calamity. By a course of uniform integrity and 
fearless independence, it secured the respect of the wise 
and the good. The world gave him honor and confidence ; 
and his piety, liberality, and disinterestedness gave him that 
peace which the world cannot give. 
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He died at Concord, on the 2d of November, 1856. On a 
monument erected to his memory, in the cemetery of that 
town, is the following just and beautiful inscription : — 

SAMUEL HOAB OF CONCORD. 

Died in Concord, Nov. 2, 1856. 

Born in Lincoln, May 18, 1778. 

He was long one of the most eminent lawyers 

And beloved citizens of Massachusetts. 

A safe counsellor, a kind neighbor, a Christian gentleman, 

He had a dignity that commanded the respect. 

And a sweetness of modesty that won the affection, 

Of all men. 

He practised an economy that never wasted, 

And a liberality that never spared. 

Of proud capacity for the highest offices, 

He never avoided obscure duties. 

He never sought stations of fame or emolument, 

And never shrank from positions of danger or obloquy. 

His days were made happy by public esteem 

And private affection. 

To the latest moment of his long life. 

He preserved his clear intellect unimpaired ; 

And, fully conscious of its approach, met death 

With the perfect assurance of 

Immoktai. life. 

W. M. 



FEBRUAEY MEETING. 

The Society held its stated monthly meeting this 
evening, Feb. 13, at half-past seven o'clock; the Presi- 
dent, Hon. Egbert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Historic Society 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, England ; Dartmouth Col- 
lege ; John Appleton, M.D. ; Mr. George Arnold ; Wil- 
liam T. CoggeshaU, Esq. ; Arial J. Cummings, Esq. 
Hon. Charles P. Daly ; Rev. Benjamin Dorr, D.D. 
George Homer, Esq. ; Rev. Nicholas Hoppin, D.D. 



